The Triangle                                                                        19
yearned for the love of the mother who rejected him. He learned
to use sickness as an escape. He decided that all people were cruel
and ill-intentioned, and, quite deliberately, he adopted the habit
of cutting himself off from contact with them. After several inter-
views with us at the Institute Dick acknowledged that to live alone
in a boardinghouse was hardly a cure for loneliness.
He also agreed that he would not receive much in the way of
affection from his sons and daughter so long as he snapped, snarled,
and victimized them with his moodiness. When Dick began to mind
his temper and manners around his youngsters, relations between
them improved.
Andrea, not the most intuitive of women, showed the benefits
of her long study of Dick when she correctly judged that the in-
trigue with Clarice was of less consequence than his dissatisfaction
with himself.
The fact was Dick met Clarice at a time when he was seeking a
dream girl. Having passed the forty mark, he had begun to wonder
how many years were left in which he might find gaiety and fun.
In his hard-working life, fun for fun's sake had played almost no
part.
Andrea's youthful background, although quite similar to Dick's,
had a very different effect upon her character. Her childhood, too,
was lacking in security and love, but she did not grow up embit-
tered and emotionally crippled. In her small-girl dreams she pic-
tured herself as an unassertive, generous wife willing to forego any
personal desires to secure a successful marriage. When she married
Dick, she found the frame for that picture ready and waiting, and
she happily stepped into it.
Andrea was surprised when we suggested that she had been too
unselfish and devoted to the welfare of her husband. She had neg-
lected to discover and develop her own individuality. She was
leading too narrow a life, was too absorbed in domesticity and
trifling family matters. With a little encouragement from us, she
branched out and broadened her horizons. First of all, she went on
a strict diet, lost 8 pounds, and improved her figure. After studying